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September 5, 1 996

96-203
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FALL ENROLLMENT RISES

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's fall enrollment of 11,711 is up
287 students, or about 2.5 percent, from last year.
"We are pleased that Eastern continues to be the school of choice among
students and appreciate the recruitment efforts of the admissions staff. We would
not have been able to accommodate more students if it wasn't for the work of the
academic affairs staff, deans, department chairs and academic advisers. They made
it possible for students to get most of the classes they needed," said EIU Vice
President for Student Affairs Lou Hencken.
The most significant increase in enrollment is in the university's off-campus
programs, which enrolled 936 students this fall compared to 857 a year ago, a 9
percent increase.
"We are pleased about the growth in our off-campus programs. It shows that
there is a strong demand by adult students for these programs," said Will Hine,
dean of the School of Adult and Continuing Education.
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"I especially want to express my appreciation to the entire staff of our offcampus and contract credit programs for their contributions to this year's growth in
enrollment," Hine added.
The School of Adult and Continuing Education offers credit courses in 10
communities in the EIU service region at a variety of community colleges, school
districts and other institutions and has begun offering courses on the Internet.
EIU' s on-campus enrollment increased by 208 students from 10, 567 last fall
to 10,775 this fall, with the number of new freshmen showing the most significant
jump from 1,598 last year to 1, 734 this year, an 8.5 percent increase.
"The early cutoff of freshman and transfer admissions didn't appear to have
much impact on enrollment. We had a higher than usual f reshman show rate, which
made up for students who didn't apply before the cutoff. The number of transfer
students is down slightly, but we had planned for that in order to maintain an
appropriate balance between freshman and transfer enrollment," Hencken said.
Hencken noted that the new freshmen admitted this year had an average
ACT score of 22.2, compared to 21.9 for first-time students admitted a year ago.
The number of continuing on-campus students grew from 7,269 last fall to 7,450
this fall, which suggests that Eastern is doing a good job of retaining students,
according to Hencken.
A breakdown of the total enrollment of 11,711 (with last year's total in
parentheses) is: freshmen, 2 ,511 (2,399); sophomores, 1,991 (2, 123); juniors,
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2,606 (2, 527); seniors, 2,998 (2, 775); and graduate students, 1,605 (1 ,602) . Of
the total, 9,819 are full-time and 1,892 part-time. Fifty-eight percent are women,
42 percent men .
"We will be monitoring enrollment very closely over the course of the year,
particularly since we have a significant number of seniors who will be graduating
and a large group of juniors who will become seniors. We will have to make up for
those numbers somewhere," Hencken said.
Eastern's minority enrollment dropped slightly from 895 last fall to 863 this
fall. Minorities comprise 7.4 percent of Eastern's total enrollment.
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